DEER VALLEY HIGH SCHOOL

18424 N. 51ST AVENUE

GLENDALE, AZ 85308

August 22, 2013
 THESPIAN CONSTITUTION

Article I

Name and Purpose
1. This organization shall be called Thespian Troupe 3299 of the International Thespian Society.

2. The purpose of this club shall be the advancement of standards of excellence in the theatre arts and community service. More specifically, the Troupe shall encourage students to attain a better mastery of the theatre arts.

3. No student shall be denied membership once they have completed membership requirements.

Article II

Membership

1. All nominees for active membership shall be regularly enrolled students of Deer Valley High School.
2. All active members must have participated in at least two full-length productions, or one full-length and two one-acts, or four one-acts and have earned a minimum of ten points, i.e. 100 hours of superior work. (This section shall be subject to change according to any or all requirements of the International Thespian Society.)

3. Final authority concerning membership requirements shall be vested in the Troupe sponsor.

4. Alumni members shall be urged to attend all meetings, social or business, but will have no power to vote except in their own Alumni Troupe.

5. Honorary memberships may be granted to adults for unusual and worthy assistance in the promotion of dramatic work in the school and community.

6. Theatre students attempting to reach Thespian status shall be urged to attend all meetings, social and/or business, but will have no power to nominate, vote or hold office.

Article III

Officers

1. The Deer Valley High School Troupe #3299 shall elect officers once a year in the regular business meeting right before Drama Banquet. Nominations will be held at the previous meeting.
2. The following are the officers to be elected and their duties:


a. President – presides at all meetings, appoints all standing and special committees, directs and supervises all Troupe activities and is responsible for the induction ceremony.

b. Vice-President – presides in the absence of the president, and will be responsible for the Banquet.

c. Recording Secretary – Takes minutes at all meetings, helps the corresponding secretary as directed, and acts as co-chairman in charge of organizing and running the Mr. DV Contest.

d. Corresponding Secretary – responsible for correspondence of the club, assisting the recording secretary as needed, and be co-chairman of the Mr. DV Contest. He/she will also compile a record of phone numbers, addresses and emails for all club members.

e. Treasurer – has charge of all funds and pays all Troupe bills as well as acts as business manager of all Thespian activities.


f. Historian – Will be in charge of keeping a scrapbook of all events of the club and club members, including but not limited to taking pictures and videos of events, keeping records of news articles, fliers, posters, programs etc.


g. Publicity – Will be in charge of publicizing all club, play, and class activities within the school and to other schools, in state and out.


h. Tech Rep – Will be appointed by the sponsor(s) and will be an adjunct officer, attending all meetings, having input in all activities, but having NO voting privileges.

3. The administration will appoint a member of the professional staff to act as Sponsor of the Troupe. The duties of the Sponsor will be to oversee all Troupe activities, to direct all their productions, to be the final authority in selection of new members and to be the guide and inspiration of the group. The sponsor shall be the individual primarily responsible for the theatre arts program at the school.

4. The Board of Directors shall be composed of the Sponsor(s), the President, the Vice-President, the Corresponding Secretary, Recording Secretary, Treasurer, Historian, Publicity and Tech Rep.
Article IV

Meetings and attendance

1. Meetings shall be held at least once a month, usually immediately after school.

2. Special meetings may be called by the Sponsor or any officer with the approval of the Sponsor.

3. A quorum shall be fifty percent of the active membership, and must include two officers.

4. All members who are absent from four meetings will be dropped from active membership unless they have an excuse considered to be valid by the Sponsor. Any students desiring re-admittance into the Troupe after suspension for inattentiveness must have the consent of the Sponsor and two-thirds of the members.
5. Officers who miss three (3) meetings or assigned activities shall be removed from their office unless they have an excuse considered valid by the Sponsor(s).

6. Members who are seniors and not in good standing in the club will not be roasted at banquet.

Article V

Dues, Etc.

1. There shall be no dues for the Troupe except as provided for induction by the International Thespian Society, unless determined by a two-thirds vote of the membership at the regular yearly elections.

2. Motto, colors, flowers and insignia will be those determined by the board of trustees of the International Society.
3. Local Troupe emblems and/or insignias will be those determined by the local Troupe board of directors.

4. Fines shall be determined by the local Troupe board of directors.

BYLAWS

Article I

Induction
1. Inductions shall be held at least once each year and as often during the year as is deemed necessary by the Sponsor.

2. The time and place of the induction, as well as the form of the ceremony, shall be determined by the Sponsor.

3. The President shall be held responsible for the training of the speakers for the induction as well as the preparation of the stage and induction properties.

4. The Thespian colors, insignia and motto shall be introduced and/or displayed at the ceremony.

Article II

Pins and Letters
1. Thespian Troupe #3299 will purchase official pins for newly inducted members who meet the requirements as determined by the International Society for induction into that society.
2. Thespian Troupe 3299 will award official Deer Valley J.V. and Varsity letters to all theatre students who meet the requirements determined by the Sponsor.
Article III 
Point Awards System

1. Points will be awarded as suggested by the Point System of the International Thespian Society.

2. The Sponsor will determine the exact number of points to be awarded.

3. All point records will be handled in accordance with the Deer Valley High School Thespian Constitution.

4. The troupe sponsor will be solely in charge of all points awarded to members. The troupe sponsor will not be held responsible if the individual members fail to report activities to the sponsor on the official sheets provided for such records. The vice president will be in charge of making the sheets available during club meetings at least once a semester.
5. Inducted Thespians have the right to see their point cards with an officer of the troupe or Sponsor present.

6. The Sponsor will keep all points sheets in his/her possession, and under no circumstances will the point sheets leave the school grounds except under the direct supervision of the troupe sponsor.

Article IV
Elections

1. Nominations for officers are to be made by a committee meeting with the sponsor, with additional nominations being permitted from the floor. (Nominations can only be made by inducted Thespians.)

2. The nominating committee shall consist of the troupe sponsor and any officers not running for re-election.

3. Students nominated for the office of president shall be senior Thespian members in good standing of Troupe #3299.

4. If an office is left vacant for any reason during the year, the office will be filled by a committee consisting of the Sponsor and the remaining troupe officers, to fill out the remainder of that year.

5. Officers shall be installed at the last social or business meeting of the year.

Article V

Removal of Officers

1. Officers shall be notified in writing of the reason or reasons for which they are being removed from office.

2. Before removal from office the officer being removed shall have the opportunity to speak to the active Thespian members on his/her behalf.

3. Officers may be removed from office by a two-thirds majority vote of the active Thespian members at a meeting called specifically for that purpose.

4. Officers removed from office may appeal the removal to the principal.

5. Any officer absent from three meetings shall be removed from office, as per Article Four, Section Five.

6. Any officer found with club records in their possession without the sponsor’s approval, or any officer found tampering with club records without the sponsor’s approval shall be removed from office.
Article VI

Amendments

1. All amendments to this constitution must have the vote of two-thirds of the voting members.

